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BIRTH OF CHRIST 



> OptB Utter Addrmtt t 



Of>fh«t latcrMtiag Pmrfonnanfe 
of ifioo Tam A|o. 



I .'onrliiile tltit there i- ii fnthpr Kotiii' 

[ Matthew nnd I'.iikp. F linil ditTer from 
[.■ii.h ..thor, «B well from Murk nn.l 
I .Inhn. One makes Jmeph discnvrr 
j Xfiiry''» pr»mature pri'({nnin'j-. while tin- 
I other »ay< It wan mvealnl to him in a 
the Prindpali (irenni. One relates the Annuiiciation, 



WILL 



rliile the other 



(By O. \V. Koote.) 
l)«ar air. liatr Ghoat, or dear r.oil.— 

You an raputcd to Iw averywhere. 
Mid therefort I premime you will .ee 
tiiix letter, although I inn iinnbli t 
-(■n( it Ihroiich the [x-st. 1 would hav 

|)ii>ii« gentleman in (iernmny, vwh 
IHwteii a letter to ."God in Heaven," anil 
liad it returned aa "inMmeiently ad 
dre-ned." A aimiUr difflenlty oeearred 
to lue many yean ago, when I wa» 
[irosecuted by your lealona •dmirers foi 
doulitinK your abaolnte perfection. I 
wihiki-d In cull you H8 a witness in thi 



..iKht.-,. 



roll the 



Fol 



I huv 



people 
lowinK 

iiearchml tlifiii, and I hiivo pnid 
penalty wliieh i* generally exacted fi 
iliiirtn who aic in any reapect wiaer t 
their iii-ighliorx, or their neighli 

jiricHtM. Yet my i«eal for knowledj?i 
iinnlmt.-.l: and us my »tii(l/ of the llil>lf 

wl!i.h Hon.' of the eommeiitii 
tors arc iible to solve, 1 take the liiwrty 
of communicating with you per-onally 
and aankhig the aaaistance of the only 
beiBR who ei(n help me in my perplexity. 

Judiring from many passages in the 
(i.wiHl«. 1 should aay that, in thtf opii 
ion of your conteipporaries, you wei 
born like other Imbic*. '('he> called you 
"the carpenter' 



ily ep-ele. Xor du. s ii a|.|,.M.. 
report of tlie trisi which |>rcc 
execution, that your fiieiids 
enemiea breathed a whis|>er 
miraoulouB Wrth. What is i 
aurprialng, two of fonr biographers 



uncommon. 

Will you kindly explain their silence? 
At present it puzzles me. Did they 
think your l.elnK horn willioiit u father 
waa too trivial a fact In ic.idV Did 
they disl-dic*.' the slo..., and treat it 
with quiet conternptr Or Ua<l they 
never heard of it, and li their .silence 
dtie to their Ignorance? 1 cannot ccm 
celve of another alternative, and, which 
ever I aceept, the mystery remain^i 
unsolved. Yet truth ia ao aimple and 
perspicuous, that when you dkdose it 
on this subject I shall doubtless oompre- 
hend it at a glance, and woniler I had 
not understood it l>cfore. 

At present, however. I luii in a 
dilemma. If Mark ilnd <lohn disbelieved 
tlw atoiy of your miraculous birth, they 
Beutniliee the testimony of Matthew 
and Luke. It U two against two, nnd 
the Uird (that U. y.mmelf) only linnws 
whom to believe. If -Marl^ ami .lol.n 
never heard of the sU.iy, il c.iiM not 
have been widely jjrevalent, ;iud this 
miliUte* againat ita truth, for wi tre 
mendoua a fact eould hardly have been 
concealed or oouflaed to the notice of a 
few. There renataw the supposition 
that they regarded the fact itself »■> 
trivial. If they dhl, it oould only be 
for one reaaoB. You were bom witlioiit 
a father, but other boys Iwve been in 



ai^ it is a topio oa which those im 
mediately ooneenied are discrcetlv 
reticent. Yet it hi no one'a fault if his 

parenta anticipated or neglerted the 

rites of matrimony; and if. as felsus 

in which you were involved witlmut 
being consulted. Considering this, there- 
fore, you may deign, to tell uie how 
the matter stands, ^till. if the tluiiie 
is painful, 1 refrain from pressini; yon 
for an answer. 

Personally, I have lonjf thoiifrhl iliat 
being bom without a father is no mira 



t. One afBrms 
thai voiir l.lrlli was l„ laldcl l,y angels 
who appear.-,! l„ s,,,,,.. hepln ids. while 
the other declares IIl.I it was heralded 
by a star which the Ma^i f(dlowed from 
the Kast. presumably from Persia. One 
records the massacre of the 
while the other ignores it. 
<^»■ilnes••.es would d,imii any i 
they Imth ap|iear on the sain 
Supjiosing MHtthew is rijrht. 



infor 



Ma. 



f.il 



star, the neorest li. inj; inilli..iis of mil.' 
distont? And how .lid Ihe star "stan. 
over" the pUee where ymr mother w« 
literally in the straw! Was it i 
meteor, expressly provided for the occa 
slon. or an angd with an elwtrie ligh 
or a dark lantern? 

Vou inicht aho inform me (for it i 
a ixdnt of .some interest) whether there 



I'ouhl go out -hie tr 



otiiers four yeurs before Ihe 
date; while the .lews pie 
nearly a tentury earlier, 
day of your birth settled t» 
faction. Your wor-hippers s 
the 28th of December, lint t 



If We are Compdled to Take the Rout< 
AnigaeA to Vt by Aa Irate Udy 



PERsoRAi sxpninreBs . 

or BLASS UADBB 



BLADE 



PnbUlM WMk|f.^J0-9V Year, in advano* 



OUT 



the brilliant and eiaaie maafe of the 
imAten by the RoteaMa ehaat, with {ts 

monotony ef melody and entire abeence 

ii\ harmony, as an exteremely radical 

to form a choir among the 



KEEP US COMPAMVfiCO ALL THE WOMEN 

' proved a dismal faihin. 

Decree That the Dear Slst^. Can no ^ ^^.t beeau« chureh 

Longer Sing ia the Choirs of i,.|„,|,, 
Saaaa Catholic Chnnhca ^ 



jl muuM CatkoUc < 



Xor 



night. 

apostles, ypu! 
Fathers. " " 



i)grapli..|s. n..i 
.Obe early Chur.-h. knew llial 
! ^Vii/ on that diiy. It was 
uptit tlie second hulf of 



(By I. M. Miller.) 
Speaking of the indignant correspond 

111 ..f Ihe f.-iiiinine jiersunsion censuring 

I v.. II it that settles viair fate Ml 



SAID TO BE IN LIHK WITH 

FORMER ENCYCLICAL. 



i Kn. 



lis .•i^nntiy are not chancel 
rli.iii I li. v i.i lie rejiarded in 

Ijelii ..1 .■.iiiKi.'^iati.inal singing 
women's voices therefore permitted, but 
.\rcbbiahop Moeller oonatmed the natter 
lifferently. 

The attempt of the promoters of thi 
reform movement to introduce the old 



The dawn of the new year \v 
the close of the extension of lime ""•^'■">p"i 
alkittcd by Arehbtehop Moeller to many , "'^ irihin' a''i!.'l' 

pastors in which to put into effect his ' I"'"*" j''^''" "Jj- """ 
decree onlering the dislismient of *" P"'' ."f '^^^ 

V „ f, .11 Catholic elHiirs. The \ 

A„-ld,ishop-- past orial. based on the 1 "P"" - 

k.'. p \..ii coiiipanv for one. as its the| Motu Proprin of Pius X.. and calling for { 
same "oUl story oft he gang, and ohlthe exclusion of women from «" "turgi- 

so many time, by a niiml«er has my foal services, went into elfect on Ihe first | ' . . 

destiny lieen foret.dd. In fact rather jsumtay in Uirt »f this year, 
expect there's no escape since they have I Cincinnati was the first diocese in th 
iM-conie so devoted hugging the homiUae junited States to comply with the Poim- 
of a (lead Jew they could not be apaiad Lneyelieal, and women were fnrmaily e< 
from forever playing servant to the I^ jUirted from Cincinnati choirs on S.i 
and 111 get no aympathy from the gen- ||„v. i.vi,rnary 17. ■ 'H>.' snirtaiM 

^ you a 



my years must 
brought about. 
Ijitin and the 
procuring chant 
hooks for the thousands of the faithful 
render this plan almost inipraeti;»ble. 
It was stated yeateiday. tiMt etienuous 
•fTorts will be made in the eoming year 
:o create greater enthusiasm among the 
-iergy and laity for the support of the 
H'w church music and that Solesmes 
Imnt will be taken up in all tl 
lar.icliial -choots in the coining .vear. 



Very recently oa returning from 
Chicago, arrived at the sUtion an hour 

before train time and an nciiuainlance 

of Ills ciomI — had preceedeil iiie tlicre 
and was earnestly engaged in couveisa 
tion with several ladiee and a gentleman 
aliout "spiritual OMttere" when I < 
up and the inquiry Waa raised if possible 

low II. ilhit l.ein^r a through train not 

-.li.'.lul.-.l 1.. -lop at r , when I 



la.l I 



;■ c<miluclot 
■ up grade i 
alright. 



Uichigan, have si 
if ArehUakop Moeller, wUk the result | 

kat Solesmes chant has superceded all ' . 



HUMANITARIAN? 



Mov 



niiv 



lUO.') preliminary steps were taken 
facilitate the introduetion of the 
jbtireh reform movement by ealling tu 
nn^ti a number of leadiag expo- 
nta of the Soleemes method. 

Yht rint to Airira 

The erst to arrive waa I'Abbe Man 
Iti. of Rome. Italy, who waa called to 
thacfa the new chant at both the local 
Seminaries. Harold Becket Gibbs, of the 
atory of Music, l.rf>ndoB 
of the flnit to vidt t^ 
rniSsTTBeT^W 
..lietine chant, fololwed. 
Ih'd i.s organist ami chi. 




• this 



inillen 



n!'-nt. you lived before Abraham. What 
were you doing all that time, and where 
did you reside! Were you really hero 
of the S«ing o.' Songs which is S<d 
onion's^ Was it you and your pro- 



iken your mystical bride, still uiihoi 



H.h|«).ds of 



1 the womb of 

ttsT Did you compare 
> tower of David, her 



Catullus y And did she, the niilH.ni 
heaiity, reciprocate the strain, and chant 
a iKietioal inventory of your nianl> 
fli aces' If she Was not blinded by 

you must hi!.- Iicen a le^.ular lady 
killer. Perhaps this explains the niu.il., r 
of your li'inale devotees in I'alestine. 
iiuhidin;.' pretty Mary Magilalen. and 
the rich women who niinistervd unto 
you of their substance. 

When you write, if you vouchsafe iiu' 
a reply .m>u might answer these ijues 
tions. You might also infonm me 
whether such t'lowing strains a.e lit to 



could prove it by God, and told hi 

I, when he flunked 
i asked how I proved anything 

w..in.ji ini.'r|M>sed in his bshalf and 
iaiiii..isiiii^' I got was only each jte 
1. ji .11 i.v a full-Hedired disciple 



women said I was bound for hell ni.d 
ixlvised the men with elerioal preten- 
tions to keep away fnmi self, aad the 
more he tried to exphUo U> them I was 
alright except as a mere matter of 
lielief, the more hysterieal they became 
for they'd have none of H. but that 1 
u-a- a devil incarnate and to hell and 



nion, who wos installed as organic 
t St Xaviar's OMrch; Alfred Booth, of 
.ittrpoo), England, who waa caleld to 
Mary's Cathedral, Covington, 
on Royoe, an English nusicia: 



a.llcs 



.ed I 



Passing through Muncie, Indiana, not 
ong ago and having a little while 
letween traction line coneetiona called 

m Dr. Bowltm, and found he and his 



Muncie .Morning Star that has created 
an intense interest among ita readers. 
Iieeause of the libemlity shown by the 

editor and publisher of the paper, in 

alhiwing the doctor his say upon suiK'r 



Kastern Indiana is getting an awakening 
on the subject as never before and let 
it be hoped the catise of much good. 

Dr. Bowles will have the chapters 
published later in book ^onn. Bfty in 
all. It shouM find ready sale. 



With aU the a 
ical creeds aad 
as th<.4dogical religion, bvj 

measures, and iiov 

.Mal.Tialists liave 
which to build oil 

I hope to sen the Bla.le glit||ering^ wit 
many replie.* to the solicita ||^g of Mi 
Hughes and Mrs. Illive 




human beings. You and I and everyone 
ahonklhelpu We should aU he Searchers. 
Teaakors, aad Doeia of the Beneficial. 
HOTiaaltariWif Ftrt Monl Uwa. 

T. I^.im to do ri^t and kelp others 
to do right. 

II. Doing that which harms ourselves 
or others is wrong. 

III. Search out the causes of good and 
evil, for wisdom to choose the beneficial. 

IV. Wrong dwieee are follies, greed, 
vieea aad erimee; tjA tikeac bring 
dieeaeee . worry, agHnesa, inji 

V _ 

v. Right chr?iee8 ai**^ - /^^^they 
bring self-control, peace, hi 
useful life, wisdom, friend, 
diistry. pros|ierity and happiness. 

Proposed Jlumanitarian Sunday Schools. 

In the n.mmon schools, children are 
taught reading, and many things to 
make intelligent, capable citizens, but 
are not properly taught to know which 
is beneficial, hence often choose the 
harmful. Young people waat to grow up 
to be smart, likely, henltky. hi^iy men 
and women. Tkey da aat want to be- 
come diseased, poor, lasy. or dninkards. 



CAN 

mcr FIID PAMEt 

Good Thought Suggaeted: by the Print- 
ing of HiUsgM Portrait od the New 
l en Dollar Bill-Oae Way U 
Secure Katieaal l^tetpMm 

for the Soldier Author. 

(Clevelan.l Leadi r. D.-ivmiImt .V HK17.1 

The Finding of Hillegia 
When the iM-ssimislic sage carved JBt 
the well worn phrase regarding the la^- 
)f republics, he nhouM ^Jm' 
iception of the United SUtee. 
This country has been notably generous 
•ith those who have serrad it well. 
"Why," write* a Leader reader, "iH 
the portrait of MkdUMl HUlegaa dis- 
played on the new iseue of Un-dolUr 
lis? Who waa her 
And the answer proves that the great 
American republic, at leaat, ie giatafal. 
For Michael Hilelgas, a patriot aad a 
gentleman who served his country wltV 
all his strength, is liow, after a century f * 

of oblirion, given recognitkin and honor 
that is none the-less fitting because so 
long dekyed. In the black colonial days, 
when ths shadow of England lay heavy 
acroes the land, .Michael Hillegas, a 
wealth Philadelphia merchant, datVMed 
his fortune and bis talents to the cause 
of American freedom. Aa aasocUte of 
Robert Morrie, in the kiter yea»-of the 
revolution, he preeeded tkat flaan^r by 
at least two years in the Work of raiaing 
funds for the Continentals. Laboring 
for a decade as a member of the 
Provincial Assembly of Pennsylvania, he 
le, in 1775, the first treasurer of 
nited Colonies and hehl that odka 
the new government of the UMttad 
States was formed and Alexander Baai- 
ton succeeded him. 

Living the life of a sturdy Qenaaa- 
merican citizen, doing the work of a 
ATorn and tried patriot, he kad ao tlaw • 
ior trumheU aad tam-tonw aai-.to 

irth Tils name /will ^t be foigotten. 



hiiich of the Sacred Heart, Cani|i 

yrhen the edict of the Archl.isli..p 
ent into effect lM>y choirs iiiiincdiatelx 
iprang up and are now to be found in 
■very chrurch of the dioce-e. In some 
i»w ■ instances men choirs were also 
'oraied. Solesmes n haiit became ilu' 
•iKcial and only appr..\e.l st . I.- ..f lit 



rclibishop Moeller 
•y terms. 

The AifUtiehop's raltaw however, doee 
It limit eknrek ekoirs exclusiveh 



Te 



Musi. 



of Ucv 



.ttmaa, J. H. Uoltaus. Ignatius M 
U ilkina, O. S. P., aad Joseph F. Schmi.lt. 
Vimplled a Uet of 
*^ riaa .aad tke 
which are avaUab'e. Ia addition to thi 
I Gompoeitioiis of the modern 
in and Italian masters have also 



Owing to the death of organists and 

railable singers as well as to the lack 
" sullicient fiiiniliarity with th.- -evei 
yle of the Sidesiiies chant many pai 
irs, especially in the itutlaying district 
ere unable to perfect plans for the 
loption of the new ruling last 
d Archbishop .Moeller allowed them 
I extension of time until January 
1008. 

Although thiaa years have now elapse 1 
nc.. the establishment of the Sole.iii. s 
lin chant, still Ihe result from a 



raging. 

orinesa and indifference have been 
d and the promoters of ,the new 
' soemwhat disappointed 
he lack of ' ' 
VII :.y many of the OkMiaaatI eleiiy. 
regarded tka mnHaatiag of 



of th. 



mankind are due to 
real physical and social 



Hence, whiu 
most need is to leara the causes and re- 
sults — what is beneficial and what brings 

that right choices will bring right phys 



and rapidly reduce many kinds of evil.." 

How eaiB people leara to ahoose right 
aad avoid ofllaf Tkia ie tke great ques- 
tion of all agea, peoples aad religions. 
Yet everyone helps to solve a part when 
oid any evil. "Kxpei 



I forth 

These are atreanous days, auraly. 

The "power that ia" at Waahingtoa, 
supposed to be our etrenuoua peeaideat, 
iius taken the "In God we trnat" off tke 
coins. It has issued some new money 
(and debts.) 

And it has found HUlegaa. HiUegaa 
was more or lees Instrumental tai sarri^ 
the cause of freedom during the revolu- 
tion and after, though Just what ho 
did we have no other authority than the 
Leader, that I can find, to depend on. 
Probably he has a progeny that has hit 

II right in some of the frenzied finance 
of the .Standard Oil Com|)any, The V. S. 
.Steel Company or some of the railroad 
high tlier, who are now climbing a family 
tree and have found kirn hanging on tan 
of the braaekee. 

I do not wieh to say anything deroga 

that great stnie):!.. l.iit it wi.ul.l -.-em 



hat i 



■ IK.. 



rtrait to 



bills I 



struck off it would have been far more 
easy to find the name of Thomas Paine 
than that of Michael HiUegaa. I caanot 
IM tke aaBM of mUafae ia aay aaey- 
ehtpedia. nor tai tke BryaatTGay Hiatonr 
of the U. S. The American Encyclopedia 



* Pain 



•hild dreads the fire. ' All 
he .loings of people and « 
lets, and search out the c 



.ols] 
'The burnt 
ihould study 

iscs of Iwth 



good and bad results. How did this 



or happy r How did tke otker beoome 
diseased, miserable, incompetent, 

honest r \\'hen many compare their 



v pil 



up 



show 



.flcial and which, 
hamifiil: hence discussions arc helpful. 
We shouM study phyaioh>gy, chemistry 
geok)g>-, astronomy, pkyaiai and other 
branches of science, ibr causes in nature. 
We should <tudy work on ethics, soci- 
ology, history, biography nnd philan- 
thropy, written by seaeehere for helps 
towanl right choices. But these are not 
aught, to any adequate extent. t.> the 
iiass..s. li,st..a,l. the churches teach 
lenileni.. and worship, the schools leacli 
rithiiietic and llii' news^tapers teach the 

lose whose abilities and opp.. 
have made them competent, should 
each choose some question which per 
plexes and misleads people, an.l search 
out thoroughly aad pereiatently the 
eausee, reeults and peoefs; tken prepare 




, the 



L- & COI 



and all .American histories give him 
flattering notice, and theae are some of 
the things they say about him. He 
wrote -Commoa Beaee" whieh ia deeUred 
by all historinas t« have had more ia- 
flueaee -ki lead^ the people up to a 
dedaration of independence than, .any 
other factor in the struggle. The I..egis- 
kiture of Pennsylvania gave him .$.>iiO.O(» 
as » reward and the I'niversity of I'ciin 
sylvania conferred upon hiui the degree 
of M. A. It was up to that time the 



in the EagUak lH«nage. He ealiatod as 



offloer in the first troops raised by the 
SUte of Pennsylvania. This waa for a 
short term, and as soon as these troop, 
were disbanded he went at once on foot 
to White PhUna aad aaliatad te tka eoa- 
tincntal army. Bt waa aalMM by 
\\ ashington to iMrfona mmm of tka UMWt 
difficult and dangerous dutiee that came 
to hand. In 1776 he wrote the first 
number of tke "Crisis" which begfaming 
with the words "These are the days that 
try mens souls" it rang u bugnl blast 
tliat was heard through.nit the colonies. 
And was the means of holding many in 
the army, who before were almost ready 
to leave aad noaleU away who kad 



J 



BLVI OSARB BLADB 



ingB of the lake of fire. Stuli was Paine, Qirard, 
and Ingeraoll. 



JAMm m. HUOHM.. 



..Altlor aa4 PnblUbe 



,It is recorded that i 
coTtain church and s:i 
from uno iiour nf n r 



8UBSCIUm>I0N RATES. 

9y miiil. poitpaid, i'1.50 .wr jtar, in .idvuiKc. 

five new subscribers sent with one reml'tance at 

per year each. 
Trial subacrlptloii IS cents per monib. 
All foralgn aubacrlptlon, postpaid. $2.00 per yeewr. 

ion ALL I 



I. tte. 

X7- M tUl 



ADVBRTISINO RATBB. 

All. ADVERTlSEXtENTS of whatsoever character ac- 
Mpted will be published at the rate of 11.00 per 
Inch per month, unless by special contract, when 
otIi*r and beUer rates will be quoted upon applica- 
tion. The publishers have the rifht to reject any 
•nd all advertisements offerM). 



QBNDRAL BUSINBSS RULES. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Blade will be _ 

at tiie expiration of the term for whidi tk« «■!» 
scriptlon has been paid up in advuM. Tfce 
4 address slip on the paper will show ralMribm 
the date of explraUon of •ubicrlptlon. Ba«k 
nnmbora, or aumbora omitted will be sent, tt 
•tked for, upon reno . al Is caao of dlieontlnaanoe. 
SHOULD AMY SUBSCRIBER cha.Ku bis or her nddres» 
advise this office, giving both old and new. ano 
the Blade will be seut to the aew address, ae 
desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade is at 126-12S 
North Limestone Street, Lexington, Kentucky, to 
which all Freethinkers will be given a hearty 
welcome. 



crtaiii thieves broke into ii 
icd u corlain eoiiRregaliof. 
iiiii tofliifi' liy swiping the 
sernnm winch I'l.' pivpai'-.j aiul lie 

DO Other. Of i-oiu-so, it wa.s the least valuable, in 
a conuuercial sense, of all they maiuged to get 
away with, being unable to trade it for cash or to 
borrow money on it, and to make mattera worae 
tbey did not the author the doubtful 
honor of « reading it. Had they ' done 
ao they might have underatood what 
it meant by "flee from the w rath to conu- " 
Flee th^ did from the paraon'a wrath and tlu v 
took no ehaaoes on getting turned into a pillai oi 
salt. 



iticlea on the subject. Let it W a Paine issue in 
Ifery sense of the word. Paine wtis for fin- iicopli 
W let the people be for Paiuo. Tin- aimi vi rsacv 
his birth falls upon the l'!)tli iIm.v hI' .laiiiiiiiy 
Paine issue will l)e priiitcvl nii tlie Stiiidax 
'ions tlicri'to, or the issue beai-ini.' date .Taimarv 
|:6. In order to get your articles t(. iis iti time and 
them properly printed iiiul di<itriliiited tliey 
hould reach our oflBice not later thtiti Jantinry 1,S 
19. Now let every friend of Paine and those 
ho love to honor his mcniitiy get Ittisj and tell 
i w^iid what yon think about him. The more the 



We have iiiard and read iibout the Christian life, 
the Christian way, the Christian family and the 
Christian conxmun^ty, but we hare just read for 
the first time of the diriatian raiment. It come 
from New England where it is said that one, Johi 
M-. Hubbard, has invt^itod a sort of religions gar 
which he has designed for the ptir])ose of weann 
upon Sundays and other dtiys of religions oli 
servanee. It is described as a tight-iitting. crinisoi 
cassock, with gold buttons. Froiii mm Ii a (leseri|i 
tion one Avould never think its owner and wear, 
would attract attention, hut a.s be assumes to i)rov 
that it is the real Cliristiaii laiment liy iJilile ivfn 
enees, we oau think of the poor devils iti lit 
country who cannot ail'ord to buy the gold buttons 
and what a devil of a fix they are in to be 8ure.i f tarred a 
John n. Hubbard should take imalpiient for the' 
simples. 



JThe Blade has received a very modest complaint 
that it does iu)t assail Roman Catholicism as an in- 
veterate enemy (if the republic. Steady there. 
Ilold on. Tile HIade has no sectarian i>refercncc.s 
kdiere the orthodox Chrisiian religion is concerned. 
If either Protestantism or t 'at liolici.sm are to be 
udged as political forces it must be by their 
>raetices and not according to their professions. 
i» an Amieriean citizen, pure and simple, by 
religion undefiled, we place the constitution above 
'ill reli^^ioua. creed* and the rights of life above the 
Jiop<s of death. Protestantism and Catholicism 
fwoiild contbine to keep an Ingersoll from being 
elected to public otfleo and Proti statit jtrejudice is 
the most dangerous admixliire i>f relijrion and poli- 

fries the eonutry has ever km.wii. If I Ik Protestant 
pi'i.stliood c.niM ba\e its w.iy it v.-nn' I transform 
this repiililic into on" of llic must ah.i. ct and most 



tive progress, must stand amazed with iti wonder- 
ful acliievements, its enormous advance, while 
struck, with almost similar amazement at the 
siiiiitid religious Systems of the world. 

K\. ly tliniker, every student, knows ami realizes 
thai the Chnstianity of tod.iy i.s ,u>\ ihc Christian- 
ily .if a rciitnry hack, that uliilr retaining the 
name of the forms, doctrines have changed, texts 
have elianged -ind new religious syatema htve 
fiiiuided upon the broken altars and rtdned fUM 
of religions now dead and gone 

To a great extent science has worked theae 
changes. Facts being stubborn things eten re- 
ligious M-orship had to conforin io fact and drift 
further from theory and* gtieaswork. Science is 
built upon f.-tcts aud when facts contradict theories 
the bitter must succumb to the inevitable. Facts 
are also truths, synonyms, one and the same. 

light mail from l»arl)«ris'n into civil- 



It 



,-itli ' 



' that gave him a weapon 
le l)easts ol' liie field against 
and eonieml l. r food and 



which he 



e.l 



the art of cooking his footl. Weapons iiud fire, were 
in their day, the greatest inventions in the long 
history of man aud t>nabled him to take the longest 
strides in removing him from the brute associations 
of the past. He could now bring the proud eagle 
to his feet and he stood master over the aninml 
world. It was not long before man learned how to 
doiiKstieale animals and when the stone age 



lipo 



■'The use of cigars, the 
sin," declares Elde'r Be 
riet of the Xin thern I 



I'tte 



Ee0p B tra igfat on. 

• • • • 

rJ)on't get to be a pillar of salt. 

If Gk>d made priests who made politicians T 

• • • • 

Beligion too ottaa. de^ys the hind that helpa it 

• • • • 

There is no Fido to bite the anii^ of Freetiionght 



Orthodox hewts maor be all ri|^t hot new 
machinery ii needed in the held. 

• • • • 

Now we have to atamggle with the "grand 
thanmatorgic 'faculty of thoog^t" whatever it is. 

• • • • 

Although Lexington has a good sized faith fac- 
^^l^^y^^J^^^'s^^ tf> Jjje ^^ring their theology 

Instead of being a dispeoAer of ei 
is the ehanipiou pauper known in a 
tory of mankind. 

• • • • 

Why ia.that the leaders of the world's greatest 
thoughts are to be outside the churehes and not 
on the inside f They don't belong there. 

• • • • 

Honesty must hold in contempt the jeweled hand 
of the bigot that would take the last copper from 
the starving hand of famine and waiit. 

• • • • 

Orthodoxy is the destroyer of human happiness, 
the perverter of human felicity and the prisoner of 
all springs of human virtue. 

In view of the lieartlcss. unfeeling conduct of 
the modern church society the noble nun and 
women who have espoused the Preethought cause 
■re detemunied to free as many others as they 
«i« ewable from ita cruel, grasp. 

• • • • 

The moment a man of mediocre mind is seized 
with a fervent desire to know god he joins some 



leh-r getting ever 
ganue. Card parties, 



tt. of the (io.shen dis- 
MIctbodist Conference, 
lull and its observance br- 
at tract ions i,re s.mght for 
nc of the priiieipil hobbies 
vcd for all ii is worth, the 
thine he could out of the 
dance halls, theaters and 



What is the Bible? If there be a «leity would it 
. .not be far better to assume that he made the 
he pipe is religions idea, ingplanted it in the mdnd of hia crea- 
''"■"tures and left it to adapt itself to the ' law of 
evolution than to assume the childish theory that 
he made a robber horde ^)f semi-sjivtiges the 
custodians of all the knowledge which man wns 
permitted to ht.ve coneeruinir him an 1 liis existence. 



opera houses, have been held up to scorn hecnutie 
they are now ■ recognized as dangerous bu) ' 
rivals of the Christian joss houses, and that i 

thing new might be invented to occupy time tind 
attention. Elder Bennett has hit upon opposing thr 
weed. Just at this season we are having troubl 
cnouiih ill Kentucky coiiccrning tobacco crops, wit 
the night i ii'crs and military, ao won't somebod' 
please stpiirt a little tobacco juice in the Eld( 
ear and beg him to let up. 

The press dispatclu s state that a Frenchman, 
Severin, has created a decided sensation ir 
by the rendition of "Conscience" which is < 
bribed as a wordless play. In other wot 

wo*U«-tcr the ffg^^ h *i i fg wniMCj^j^ 
the actor had nothingto aay' ' » Wessu^ 
only a majority of oar pveiehen eoUd be ta"i| 
that simple art and use it hi thrir pulpits 
.Sunday. 



foolish church and be 

of the foolish fail 



just how I'V 
is religion. 



; a phrenetic defender 
hull whip and without 
■ si 1 ks to drive his 
r.ice ami begins to tell 
e,l to be as it i.s. This 



Peripatetic priests and perspiring politicians still 
pretend to play at liberty enlightening the world 
when they are but indnlgmg in the clamor of Jack 
Cade and Cagliostroa. Lincohi was right Tou 
v^'t fool the people all the time or we might suc- 
ceed in persaadii)g some of them to apply the soft 
pedml to thenuMlTee and give na a good, long rest. 

• • • • 

Look at the svorage psalm longer. Sise him up 
Though he sing until the cows conne home and /)ray 
till his collar goeslimp, though he visit all the sisters 
once a week and paddle in some baptisuial tank 
until he develop web feet and dorsal fins, though 
he yawp until ice forms in perdition, he to society 
is no more than a cracked cynihal m a lit cent cir 
CUS, the cube root of a va<Minin, a hiatus in a lioh- 
the net product of Jiotliing. These are not the men 
that nijake the world move, to arise and hump itself 

• • • • 

If high honor be due those who' to escape the 
wrath of some vengeful god and win am immortal 
crown take up the cross and labor on with pained 
and bleeding feet, how much more should be meted 
to that man who, seeing at the end of life's fitful 
fever only an ever-dreamless sleep, performs work 
of real nttrit, of real hiunan value, eve;i to others 
Of the latter stuff are the men 
) who constitute the great army of 
JWthinkere. These shruik not from duty beciinsc 
of xeligioaa threats or tyranny, but dare and do 
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.' writt< Q 



iake s 
otigl t 



the right in qrtte of hell and prophetic forewarn- 



That Literary fimd about 
has resulted in a fizzle. So mncli the - 
had hoped that .some of our w. althy V 
I would manifest , nough interest in our ]• 
jii-opagaiida to enable its to do better, fui 
leading matter, belter argument and a better mal 
vp. Only ;i few have promised to subscribe a 
these never expressed better intentions, thanks 
to them. The promised assistance, however, is n< 
sufficient to justify us embarking upon such a pleju 
and incurring additional obiligations. As a 
we shall not call upon any who have pledged thei .- 
selves to tliis end leaving the matter open so thit 
if, at auy time, u fund is forthcoming, we can t o 
ahead and carry out the plan suggested. The Blac 
( .\tends ita warmest ^anks to the faithful; fe r 
who have so kindly written os on the ■ohjtont 
• • • • 

For oiir coming Paine issue to commemorate tile 
anniversary of the birth of that sterling patriot 
we intend to have an open field and invite till our 
readers and their friends to contribute 



eha 



!■<! the art 
11(111 no loi 



tent upo 
od had 1 



.r food ; 
•ch of civ 



ced hill 



,ubsisted 
to pro- 



knowing. 



d..i 



the 



possessed 

millions on far continents respecting the laws lie 
is said to have given them/ The Bible places on( 
class in front of the gate to heaven and sends 
others along the highway to hell) and if ever a 
religion shall be bom that is to be of htiman valuc- 
it must be based upon human ideaN a?>J human 
necessity, not simply desire. When we consider 
its source the Bible becomes cheap to intelligent 
minds. As for Christianity, jirofessedly haseciupon 



the Bible, 
miasmic s\ 
Away ■ 



■amps 



born of the luielean ooze of 
in the womb of noisome fens. 



ith orthodox Christia 



infoi 



lid i 



tiblev 



Step i>y step luiiu grew in Mr< tiet|i, wisdom and 
knowledge. From implements, of stone he turned 
to metals aud the iron age wrought another wonder- 
ful change. He learned the art of extracting from 
earth's bosom the metals it contained aud by smelt- 
ing them convert them into such articles of both 
iisi' and beauty as he desired. ,\ew theories and 
uses were fmiiid for utilising light and heat, fol- 
lowed by a rml;meiitary knowledge made by higher 
or ]')wer temitUMlute in holli, and how heat could 



odu: 



1;-. 



s, .,n:;bh 
inufaciii 
iiim<}nt. 
a .Icivin 



iele> 



111 copper, 
mold and 
lid beauty, 



And n< 
potent causes of povet 
fast, mj- masters, i 
^ avjicpt-gdue 
»t go supperles , 
and never can he su^ a thing in this world as ovcr- 
pordoetion. It is under-consumption. Tlic wealtli 
^aiiu^lypi 



ad of flo 



the deadly poison of the rattlesnake and lovi 
be bit by them just for the fun of it. If men 
women could only be made inuniune against oi 
dox Christianity it would be worth writing .n d 
talking about for they would then escape the '^jil 
effects of the deadly poison instilled into theit 
from Christian pulpits and they would incli 
dwell together more in unity, more at peace 
the ,world and in time learn to become benef; 
to the race. Of course, the Blade rciilizes that 
people love to be bit with the orthodox rattler jiiU 
for the fun of appearing miaeraUe. The Blaise 
cannot see happiness coming thM way. 

• • • • 

Say 1 Header ! This is a Na,w Tear, and sev^ 
days have already been spent. Have you tur^ d 
over that new leaf yet. If not don 't do so until ^ 
hate iread this. The Blade wants to double its ^ r 
dilation during this year. You have got twtHyi 
months to work in but there is no time like 
present. Look through yoti list of personal frii 
and acquaintances. See if there be not one, ju 
one,' who would like to take the Biade, or wo 
like to read it if tliey could get one. AVould 
not make a good ^ubsel-b, i- \ on-ht to kno^. 
The Blade is turiiin- over a nr^^ leaf and wc 
now considering plans that will put the pajier ( 
better footing and prove more acceptable to yo 
In fact we are going to experiment with it. Aju 
the Blade asks that you will allow it to beooi 
own missionary. Send us a list of names of persoi is 
whom you believe would probably subscribe to tl « 
Blade and we will do the rest This is a small effo i 
on your part but it will help us. 



The 




■ «reators. 

^d rigid 

of the mora.ss of itoverty, Fa:ic.\- labor butting out 
its own brains on bnrst.n- smokehouses and bloated 
wheat bins. If any nvau thinks there is an over- 
production, let him consider bow many of us would 
tefuse to live on the elegarit plan of the Rocke- 
fellers, the Astors and Vandorbilts, wore we able 
to do so. 



GORVBBTDrO INFIDEL EDITORS. 

publish. 



' ago \ 



with comment and 
Smith, of Bronson. 
nested to give an 

ity, with the privileg* 



froi 



J. O. 



Ii.. ill which we were 
ssion of, or to state the 
•d to orthodox Christian- 
reply. This privilege was 
granted on the condition that the "reply" be 
couched in intelligent language and not consist 
altogether of Bible quotations. The reply has not 
been heard from but J. 0. Smith has. 

Ihiring the past Aveck another comnuinieat ion 
came from the same source ui which we u e m r> 
politely informed that if .ve will but submit to his 

instruction, he, d. < Siiiith. is satisfied that li nbl 

speedily convince us of our < rror. as he has sue 
cecded in "eonviiieing other infidels" and. "bring 
them to Clirist and Ood." 

One thing is evident, or at least one of two, 
i.amely, either J. O. Smith does not care to maki a 
reply in intelligent language, mdnus Bible quota- 
tions, or eike a copy of the Blade containing that 
article has never reached hint Wonder if h'^ expects 
that we are to put him on the free list for the mere 
privilege of penuittint.' iiim to use spai-e in ,in 
attempt to convert us to "Christ ami <h.,1" as he 
has other infi.lels? As a business j.roi-oslt ion x\e 
cannot see tliiii-s in that li-lit. (»n the other hate! 



design 
lUilil.\ 

Later came a delving into the diilVieiit branches 
of the natural sciiiices and theology was com- 
pletely annihilated. Physics, bioloey, geology, 
astronomy, zoology, medicine and therapeutics, all 
cmitributed their quota like individual pieces of 
some intricate mechanism and by their omnhined 
I iVoi t a new world had come iuto being, a new man 
o -, u| ied the earth, for he was no longer the slave 
:.'e:> -[r,,'i nf the cN iiicnis, bat he was actually their 

pWro thr-;rlementnitf 

rihal 

nagement 

of its niciubcrs and out of these rude beginnings, 
b.\ repeated experimentation with repeated failure, 
< lily to begin anew and try again, have arisen 
.til our uiiodern elaborate systems of 
puliti|a| . goyemment, still inore or less 
crud^f«;4ia the people affected by them 
iicecpt or tolerate. From the same source 
came the conceptions of ownership of property, 
of leadership, of the formation of political parties, 
Biurthe origin of kings, to be followed by popular 
Uovemn»ent with all its inconsistencies and dis- 
apl>oin^nients. 

In face of all this there aiv nu n who yet proclaim 
that unless the . ditor and snb.scribeis to the Blade 
oeeline to enlcr their sectarian penfold and be 
measured for a suit of angelic piiifeathers, evcr- 
asting punishniitnt will be their doom in a place 
•f ttnniMPt q;>eeially prepared for them. And what 
Llo^JjPa point tof Simply thia Had it not 
heeli^^Pfltan's imaided eiforta he would have been 
todOt^lHure the orthodox god had placed him. In 
n coQf^ntion of savagery and barbarism. Man won 
in the race for human progress. Qod lost out. 

WHAT IS nriT? 



:y people stop to ask what they can make 
ertain thhig before attempting to under- 

person Is muved or actuated by iiioh 
^ona it is not the right or wrong of ittie 

usiders but how much can self gaih by 

l^not doing it. 

indeed, is the man who can glide com- 
" along with the stream (d jniblic opinion, 
aring'not for the direction in which it is moving. 

^ ue're it will iand h.in. so long as he ,s not re(,u,re,l 
o exert hiinseif or .■■■sort to too much etfort. 
The Petnal sv, 




of 



per: 



lunot 



• be afl-i 



naturally want his money's worth and is fcarf.i! 
hst he be converted from "Christ and Qod" 
mtH.y (jthers have been before him and, will b, 
afterVirri 

Tho;yriter sayt: "Qod used me to save an 
infidel .jjditor as far gone as you, for 18 years 
Flea.se I've me one chance through you paper.' 
We arej spelled to admit of serious doubts tibout 
the "inf^ -ditor" but tiie suggestion that he wa~ 
e are it is evident that he imagines 
material to work on. Well, wlnb 
, and lots of it. He can have a!! 



dines of a cash box. 
/:;hristi,inity i-, lupb i e,,iii..,r a rapid degeneration 
iiecause its professional advocates constantly keep 
III eye on the salary contract and moke careful 
>.timates upon the actual profits that can be n»de, 
11 nd the ease to be acquired from following hia pro- 
fession in a izivcii locality. Even Christian congre- 



lar gone' 
the Blad k 
tibere's liV 
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Those who lhav , 
science durix^Jb: the pu. ; 



d the progreas of modern 
: lit.ury, that is a compara | 



gstiotiB ail' 
incurred* by 
1 liese obliira 
that must 1 
losing ortlio 
While tin 
- bar tied VI, 
none to be U 
j^verty and ti 



Mlle.l 



o figure upon the expense 
his or that church and 



:iug t. 

'coine a sort of standing cxi)en8e 
ided for or there ,s a risk of 

.■itcs oi' l<'reei hoiie ht cannot hi' 
■ > exiiavM-anccs, for there are 
till- inoveiiiciit, yet it is because 
eijueiit an inability to engage in 



Frecthought propaganda and make a living for 
Ihpee dependent, that deters many from entering 
t>9 field ami those who have entered it. worked and 
' it for years, have been compelled to 



lij^yed i 



r: 



desert the hhip and take to other means of wiimiiitr 
a livelihoo.1. 

Thr» comparison to be drawn is tli.it tlx- Christian 
gives too much nnd too tVooly for tho support of 
liis en-.-d. Frerthiiilcers do not help In nny irroiil 
.'xtont. and fre((m'ntly not (mioii^Ii. 'riic rhi-istijui 

to" be declared in the herenfter, that is. believe 
that he is actually bTiying a front seat, ujv near 
the throne, and that god almii^ty has some nnprel 
with A book jottings down how much he pives nnd 
how frequently he makes a eontrilmtion. The Free- 
thinker has no such ineentivc, lint properly 
analyzed, a far greater incentive confronts him ii 
that by his efforts the race may be won from priest- 
craft and superstition whereby a greater happiness 
may be wrought for all. 

Whenever you hear a man or woman ask how 
much there is in it to do ii thing or not to do a 
thiiifj you niiiy |)ul it down that a mpKme selfish- 
ntss dumiuutes that mind. 

Suppose Qaiileo hod asked that question, or that 
Giordano Brono had refleeted over it when asked 
to recant! "Where would their blessed memories 
have been today? Suppose Charles Bradlaugh had 
stopped to tiud out how iimch there was in it before 
waging his great wui' lor the freedom of the British 
press. Sup])o.sc U. \V. t'ootc had entertained sim- 
dur thowyhis before piihlishing that issue of liio 
Freethinker whieli hnmyht on the proseeuliuu, he 
might liuvc been saved from IJolloway jail but pus- 
tent^ would have felt dittereutly towards him. 
ingersoll iiught have been governor of Illinois but 
J or opiuiou'a sake. Take Darwin, iiuxley, Tyndale, 
iSpeuoer, and other great leaders in the world of 
■oientifio thought, if they had paused upon the 
threshold of investigation to ask what warf in it 
their great works would have been altogether lost 
to tile world. J^A-en had Thunias I'aiue asked him- 
self the question before entenug upon that great 
march lor liberty Old Ulory might not be yet un- 
furled to the breeze. 

What is there in iti 

What will people think? 

These. are the gerat bugabooa in the world of 
mental libertH^^over mind what people think so 
long as you kOTW you ire right. Never bother 
about the dollars ' and cents if you see ,a duty 
perform it and don't ask foolish questions. 

Under the guidance oC shallow selfseekers the 
ark of the social covenant has been abandoned upon 
the ruck of furgetiulnuss and men strive to manage 
matters launtlaue ou a basis of brute scliislmess, 
ehasiug a ioulish raiubow of fatuous utiltaria and 
sink deeper into the orthodox bugs. Chri.-,liaii 
chanty is loo much lauded and too much exlullcd. 
The true Lest of a man's charity is not in what he 
actually gives, but in that which be reserves for 
his own use out of a given income. There is neither 
char'ty or benevolence or philanthropy in the 
tions of a Carnegie or a Itoeket'eller. Both 
much more than they give. Thi-y do uot waut u(>r 
osu iiiiii which ,they have giau. ▲ 
"^rtll Wil li itidivjt d^d lat who .jji^^s |;>.u'ifn 
tp to enubltt lUittTIFflWHrt^ttare meal h%s 
performed a greater act of true charity than 
Caiuagie and Rockefeller combined. 
What is there in itf 
Don't ask the queaiton but pitch right in and do. 
What will people say or think} 
Ignore them and knowing yon are right go ahead 
with the task that duty preMribea for you. 



Lincoln Stetrens, Charles E.^BniMll, CleVeland 
.MoiVi t, rnkers of political muck. 

Ida Tarbell, Thomas W. Lamfln, Sanmel Hop- 
kins Adams, raker* of flnancial, isdtutrial or busi- 



Ma: 



•ak.'i 



dark London, Upton St. Clair, 
social niuek. 

m. poetic rakep of the muck of 



e doba 
h h(\v. 



, F/iwiii Miirkham. 
poverty. 

Phlgoiie Iliggins, artist luiickr.iker. 
P'roni this we are to assume that the men and 
v'omen named are rakers in and about the muck of 
politics, finance, industry, social, and Artiltic, as 
well 88 the miuck of poverty. 
' Great, indeed, must be the brain fonse of the 
author of that deleotable oompoond, for if there 
was ever a delver in or rakor of muck that author, 
or that editor, is the one person aboev all others 
who shoidd be didd)ed with the title. The Blade 
does liut undertake to defend the persons named 
rom the attack mmle upon them, feeling that they 
ire all capable <■{ protecting tlieni.selves against 
ueh an outburst. The ariruiiLent ollVred, however, 
s that any man or wimiaii who sees and uuder- 
tands a human wrong and sets to work to right 
t must be a iiiuckrakcr. The political writers! 
thus designated are the safety-valves of our politi- ; 
eal life, for with a keen linsight into governmental 
monstrosities they expose and exphun, thereby 
forcing a more moral tone, or compelling political 
tricks to be played more in secret. .As to Lawson 
iiiiil his associates, their i'.\[H)scs have done much 
to liring the nation out of thcise inevitable dangers 
that were following in the wake of frenzied finance, 
while Corky, and those classed with him, are 
daily exposinu' the wrongs humauity is compelled 
to suft'er. Worst of all, inded, is he who under- 
takes to hurl an insult at poverty by directing 
attention to its arack. Poverty if not a crinul. It 
suffers mUch. Many suffer from it. The causes 
sre not inherent. 

It is noticed, however, that the brilliant mind 
that conceived the article failed to include the 
ieligi(ms muekrakers. On this point the Blade 




.-alls 



that 



whc 



Roosevelt is lesponsible for.two <».|rnawwiw uuii 
will stick to him so long as hia memory ahall c<h1' 

tinue among men. 
M^ckraker. 
Filthy little atheist. 

With the latter Fn clhuught writers of promi- 
nence and note have had to deal. It was an uu. 
called fur expression of his personal contempt for 
a man and a patriot greater than he by far It 
was a cheap ailcmpt to play to the iguonmt Chrks- 
tiaa gallery and a bid for the plaudits of the 



The former waa used as a cheap attempt at 
political play and designed for application towards 
those of an opposite faith or temperament. Since 
its origin it has been used more or less by political 
hack writers and pcnny-aliuers, and strange to say 
the reading public has well understood the appella- 
tion. 

him, or her a muckraker and the answer is" looked 
upon as being complete. i\o other term is needed 
The sum of personal feeling is full. 

Some of the daily papers have fallen mto the 
habit of using the term in a general sense and 
applying it to pe.. ^a whose tastes in a measure 
of business or policy jgrees not with their own. 
As a general rule a well-eonducted newspaper is 
but u rclh'x, or a mirror, iii wliich the community 
sees Itself da.\ by day, and yet there are many of 
the ' yellow" variety that have so little circulation 
at home, but a lai-ge one abroad, because they are 
not understood at a ilistancc. To be termed a 
muckraker by such us these would indeed be a 
compliment. The muckraker is one who is sui)- 
posed to delve into the seam^ sides of life and b> 
various exposes divulge what really ought to "be 
alolwed to pass by unnoticed. "Muck" is slang 
lor dirt or trash. The "raker" is her or she who 
works in it or about it. "Muckraker" is a man 
or woman who sets to work in or about the dirt or 
trash, or the uscU.ss i-id*bish of human life. 

The Blade is in nc-ipt of a clipping from some 
newspaper, the name of which is not given, pub- 
lished somewhere in the United States, the letter, 
or envelope without a letter, bearing it being post- 
marked CJhillicothe, Ohio. The clipipng gives a 
list of trose whom its editor is pleased to term 
muekrakers, and includes the following: 



ui.le world has there existed miwkrakcrs like 
I'arkhurst, C'omstuen and Sam Jones. These fairly 
glory in muck. They sought it and found it, and 
finding it fairly revelled' in it. In the name of an 
offended deity they participated in human sin and 
shamA. This is mnckraking with a veogeanoe, but 
these are left out of the list bssaoss their mnck- 
raking waa done in the name of religion. 

Besides the Bible ought to have been given 
especial mention. Considering the muck it con- 
tains it must require considerable raking to find 
the few morsels of goodness it contains. 

After ail, we suppose it aH depends whose ox 
is being gored. To a devout Christian the Blade 
is also a mucki-aker, ai'd to the Blade that same 
Chri.stian might lie regardeil in the same categ,M-y. 
It IS all a di hcrenee of oi>inion. If a umii iloes not 
h(dieve as you beliete, if he refuses to worstip 
at your shrine, if he declines to vote with you on 
political issues, denounce him as a muckraker and 
he is deprived of further argument. 

This is why Roosevelt called Thomas Paine a 
filthy little atheist, and he invented the muckraker 
and the mollycoddle to express his personal con- 
temi^t for poUticisl enemdes. 

MBS. SIOKER ON CLIFFORD OREVE. J 



WHY 



flMIO BOOK for 9L0a 



I Can 



Undersell All Competitors 
EXPERT FIGURES THE COST 



(Chat. A. Kilcr ia Chicago Tribune:) 
rivcstication among the managere of \¥hII kept -turcis 1 rinp» to light 
t that it co»U 20 per cent of the gross sulfs to puv ait tlie e.xppnsos of a 
'I tius an article bought at wholesale fur $1 if sdl.l at f\ j,) or a 
Id which co»t $100, if sold for fl20 are soli at cost. Ihe item, .nterini.' 
c e.\(>en8e account arc rent (no matter if ' " 
iiterest on the money invested in stock, 
light, fuel, tn.vcB. ndveriiHing. catalogues, 

tal to damaged and out of-date stock, etc. ' Therefore, to make mi 
ler is forced to sell his goods at a profit of 30 to 60 per cent or fail.' 

of these expenses I do not now incur. I solicit and desire the 
« of the patronage of my old customers and friends only. A cost ofRce 
vkthop in my resideoee in this beautiful suburb of Chicago suffice*. 1 
illioae worth of stoek and the newest to select from. I buy the foods 

direct from manufaeturern and biggest jobbers in thi city for spot 
rt all dtsoounta and generally ship prepaid same day oidar is rvotirelL 



BUY NOWI 
DianHMids and Watches 



I ii.Uui.oe in the near future. I 

l.,.;e naM.n, , iM.sitively MV* VOH M MT MBt. 

lor price. ,,f \\ Mvh,-H. .(ewetojr. tSa^ Bther and PIstad Ware, Optical 

ee I'lioii;,'!!! Itadirgs, IngerBMl — *»«-- — ■• 

1 the Crucible," free. 



t of forty years expert) 

, — , r^Sd Platad Ware, Op.. — 

I Spoons King Qaage, and my tract. 



VaMur Bryan or Roosevelt can be Acoounted 
ThUy Oraat WMd Bolierinf in MjthM. 
IMpiaff to BvUd Ubraita. 

i-illa M. Ricker, the Ifldy lawyer <$t Dover, 

iriiimi>siiii-t!, tlie one wonuin in all America 
who hius tiimc so much for the cause of education 



an. I hi 



imiajiily, without 
rv .vwani, has .j 



foUowittg noli I 



L'vation of 
coiitrihut.'d to till- 
I y at .New Durham, 
Herald gives the 



WOKAir DISCIPLE OF BOB 

IN0EB80LL HELPS TOWN. 

Bin. Sicker, lawyr, Sendi OhMk, and WiU Give 
Books \o Ubnuy. 

i-s .M,;ii i.la .M. Ricker, lawyer, suflfragist and i 

pie of In^riTsoil totlip- sent a chock fop $;")() t(.| 



OTTO WCTTSTCIN, 

LaGrange, Cook Co. I 



f LOSIDA AND wiTHow 
NEW ORLEANS 



OEEN a CRESCENT ROOTE 

Vfintar Toarist Tickets ^StSSfclf^lSg 



I liall i 



nisliiriffs of tlK 111' 
will be dedicated i 

Mrs. Ricker ha.s a-rccd "to -ivc uun-i- u„, 
it ia needed to complete the furnishing of thi' nun, 
and has also signified her intention of donating 
.0 the New Durham town library a complete set 
of the works, of Robert IngerM>U. . 

It will l„. r.T^ied that J&t. Rieker reeenti> 
wrote a lonjr article in the defense of Paine's 

iii-iiioi-y tvhicli was rejHrodnced in the Blade. At 
di t Ml s is she fearless in her expresu^ of truth 
" ' ' ' to being termed a "disciple of 



Mrs. Hi,d<|.r lia.s .iii.st f.ivor,.,! il„. HhMlo 
p.'rs(.nal <-oiumuiii.-a!ion in v.hi.h sh,. und( 
criticise the vi. ws (•xi.ri-ssod hy ClilVord 
ajient hia opinions confcming Iirya.ii and R, 
ilt, in the following language :— 
"I waa amazed by the article of CI i iron! (Jrcv 
in tho .Vovember Blade. I want to say here, an.. , 
I think 1 oan wlthouf*fbar «f suocessfiU contra- 1 
ihction. that no nwn in tiieae enlightened day.sl 
can be a great man or a great leader who believes ' 
in niyth and miracle. He ia either • hypoerite or 
he baa a "powerfolly" weak qMt in his head. 




H/// mall on receipt of SI JO. 

BlOE GRASS BLADE, PiibMen, 

Box 393, LexiattoD. Kjt 

THF PROCESSIO N OF PLANCTC ' 

i<iai i«t M h-tt ittH ■** HMr Iff a 



THAT SAFE SIDB AKOUnirr'- 

(By J. 0. Stephenson.) 

If you don't know Imw to meet thii 
much u»ed and highly vaiuc,! nrKuraent 
by the ChriBtinn. s.nd an.l get my 
booklet of the abovo title, nnd get some 
'•pointer.'— how it ia done, PostpaM 

Address. J, 0. STEPHENSON, 

Snnta Anna, Ttza*. 





THE 



IN coDjNE Trust 

Owt a«t BaA VyoB Ovi N«tioiul Coia 



all tiorreet, waned Um 
and bade Um marry thi 
awoke he bvUeved H. 
to, jret ik ' eould km 
friendi to iliow the ma 

iid I doubt whether 



e aimplicity. 




1 th* pneerretioii of 
I tkat have ttood for 

_l of Ood in the Ufe of 

tk* pMpto." Tke Fr«ri>7terUii Brother 
1 o( Amwiea. in oMvention at Cin 
■entimente. In 



M* iMMtd » tottw uuaa$ Ua poaHioi 
K» li«al wamvt eimld ba fouad fc 
yvttiac tka pbiaia <m tha ooint, Mr. 



would believe 
■uoh a story about his own sweethenrl 
on ainiilar evidence. But that was tht 
age of faith, and, judging from the tale- 
of old niTtliology, Joseph waa not the 
husbaad who fathered the ofTapriiig 
of a ghost. 
Lulce'a 

consiitent with Matthew' 

story, there was no such ci.iiin-- 
Joaeph'a felicity was not niinied 
by any doubt of his bride's dmstity. 
He appears (1 beg pardon for speaking 
of your father, but it was long ago) 
have been an easy wittol. Perhaps, 
alter all, as a friend of mine once heard 
Jesuit preacher say in Italy, he was 
)t deceived, for Joseph was your carnal 
father, and the miracle of your iucama- 
tion, like all other miracles, was oper 
atcd by natural agency. This, however, 
is quite incompatible 

filler y.iur'birth. 



THE MATERIALIST A 

The ipain object of the M 
AsBOclation la to band tc" 
MatertaliBta; that la, all w 

ouKhly believe there la no 
o future life. 

We thfaili this banding tt^e 



in iiropagating materialism: 
couraRe natare-study, scleni 
tares, discusBlons, and prom 
practical beneltcial moraUt; 
and good citiaenahin, in place 
loglcB] and apirttoal teaiihings 
that what tb« people need! 
. The MaterMist Aaaodation 
■nibershJp dues. All who 
>iiii)er8 become Secretarie 
•iiuuze a Section anywhere. 

APPLICATION BLANK 
1 am a Materialist; thei 
r future life. Counl m 
the Materialist Aj^sori 

Address 



Matthewi 
(i, 25) that Joseph 
<bana until 



fwad t* ba not vary v 
0«1/ warrant, it was sun^resaaa i< 
Maaoaa given in this panMpaph of i 
lattwt 
"Uj own fee] 



pat sndt a awtto on tobu, or to use 
It in any kiadfad manner, not only does 
poslttva kam and ia In affect irreverence 
wkiA eomea ilaaflWiMslj dose to the 
MeNlifioiM. A baaotiful and solemn 
BMtwm MMk as tha one in 
akimid ba trsated and uttered only 



implias • «Mtain axaltation of spirit: 
awl any vaa whUk tMads to seeore iti 
bsfag tnated wttb a apirit of l«*ity, - 



WUh it is' true tkat no Isgal warrant 
now aaiaU lor the nsa of the motto, 
is reeallsd that it waa pot on the co 
with tha authority of Congress. 1 
Slmar H. Yoongman,-^ editor of The 

^Merto tta^S^n^Mk Son refers 
Mtof 



, if I may 
: ultimate father. 



■4 



BSO'N 



That Is to aajr, bigots (Antl-Chrlsts). 

My wife and I do not go to church 
• * • You can guess the rest. 

I know the Blade should be jiaid for 
in advance, but I could not do bo. I 
like the i:ood old Blue Grass Blade, 
Mild \u}\„- ynn will send it to my 
:i<l,ln'ss ;l lilllc while longW. ' ' 

Mn mil afraid of me, dear^rother 
liiiu'li' K. I will .^pi>d In my anbacrlptlon 



ELIZA MOWRT BUVEN. 

Box 76, Brook I r 



CAN THEY FIND PAI IE? 

(ronllnued from Page 0H' 



l.ration of the 
iiystery for v,m 
you illuminate my u 



ASSOCIATION. 



Humanitarian Review would be the 
Humanitarian Review Seel ion. ^ui 
that dlvlsln Isn t going to work well, 
because lots of our members have sub- 
scribed to Several of the freethought 
papers, and oouldn t tell which section 
to he counted in. They must be 
eouiiied by the stale they live In, In- 
stead of bj the paper they take, fhus 
the Ohio Section Is In charge of Secre- 
tary George O. Roberts, and tkey 
already have twenty members. Cali- 
fornia bection has seven members. 
Kentucky has only four members, and^ 
live secretary. I want to stir upf 
rfendly rivalry to see which state ' 

ihinii it win help break upu that "We 
do anything," Idea so many have, 
iimke them try, and nnd out that 
enn do lots. Now, your big statt 
en lucky ought to have MateHal- 
enough to support your paper 
if you nadn't a aingle subscriber 
'here Just hunt up every 
Materialist In Kentucky? If so, aend 
or her the enclosed leaflets, and 
a request to go ahead and you will 
if you can't take take the lead 
yourself. 



I h 



■•swrw»*««w - - jjjj ^, ^ foolishly tin,,. I'uine was rciMvin-' foim- (■..■"£"""=■• 

set of Mafik I, ISM, maUng it 'lawful ' ^' ^^'l " h„wl who . : .,,,lo incnm- fr,„n his .h .r.. of tllf 

ft» tk. of U-Hint. with the ^^^^^ f ~ ^"^Z.rZr lb, 

.f tha S^tary of the ';i^- J^^^ I brought L. iron bri.l^c 'over „ br,,,,.., ' 

TrsMlOy, to cause tha motto In GoJ ^ ^.^ .^^^^^^ the „„u,„„re river. inve,ue,l l.v I'^ine. A'*" 

WS-tmst," to be plaesd upon such co.n* ; ^^^^ i„ve.,ti,m ,.i his <h\ hoi 

hawiftar to be Istued as shall admit | ■ ; ,,,„,! ' ^^ .^^^ ■■ ^ 'k^ 



IS, 187t, feat fan tha fallowing year Con 
^^til^'j^iaion. At tha siosa of his 



OPNA 



•If i:>i^sas altsiB the law and tireeU 
ma to liiliii OB the aoin* tha aentence , 
r aJaST the direetion wiU be pU^J 
iBBiNUataly pnt into effeetj but 1 very P'<* ^' 



walk by the dol„e-l:c luriiitu,eY l)id | , |,e ,.;,,,.e , .f I he r,-b,-llinn. eit h' r Jr.-et l.v tl„.'v wills! 

l)„l"cio,l' 1,-ari, bis A li CV Was (io.l ] .^.r,,,. ,„,vv,.rl„l „i>N to llie |u..e. "',",','! « In 



msnt of the ooontry, the spirit of ri 

Moe In tha oonntry, wiU prevent any > 

meh aetim being taken." , , . ' 

Not a tittle of tha opinion of the daUy • 

preaa is with the president in hU f eeUng ■ 

riMMt tka inaeriptkm. while admitting ■ 



eonservative oooraa. 

Kew York Evening Post Observes; 

That a good thing may be perverted 
is BO sound reason for giving up the 
good thing. The removal of the 
from the coins is not, 
a matter to get esaited about} 
betrays again the pwsMant's habit of 



Two other journals an 
in approval. Says the 
Journal: 

"A coin is n very concrete and unaenti- 
mentol entity. It passes through all 
kinds of hands and Is put to aU kinds 
of uses, and thero b no reason why it 
should drag the name of Deity through 
the mire of vice and foUy in which 
many of its activities 

And the New Xprk Times: 

"To matters of state and 
modem public is becoming secularized 
It will easily appreciate Mr. 
revolt in continuing in comn 
lion, and exposing to the je- 
cule of the vlugar, oi 
religious expressions, 
this character that the president cites 
show clearly enough that the motto had 
not. in ^acUee, the effeet Intended by 
tha pious Mr. Watkinson and iU oflleUI 




THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

(Continued from First P»ge.) 



of civilization to a 
• Your holy nativity 
borrowed from "the motherhood 
of superstitions." I < 
other conclusion, and if 1 am 
damned for my unbelief I pi.,l<-t » 
the injustice of my fate. If yoi 
I a man, I have 

are a god, you should satisfy my 
iple* before censuring my sceptici-im. 
Belief does not depend on will, but on 
, vidence. A word from you would make 
the dark path of faith luminous. If yoi; 
L ave it in obscurity you cannot wonder 
i, I stray. Snraly ths being who said 
Let there be li^t. and there was Ught, 
could easily dispel my darkness ; nor can 
I beliave he wlU, at ths end of my 
journey, flash on me the Illumination of 



sekdsys for food, 
but t|ie choice of a Urge 
of the people ia for rest fron 
hibor on Sundays; they are 
free days many people have, 
they make Sundays harmless, i 
fldal and iMSt enjoyable— the 
and haidest, best day of 
Does saloon. vi,dting or ehurc 
imeat \ 
Prohibition of saloons snc 
dsnonnesd aa tyrannieal, tbo 
rob the people of property, " 
abilities. All should help 



>I)llcatlon 



IHEJQELl^O-MKWANICS OP 

Ibr „b.)ve eni.lled w,"rk in R pnrt- and 11» chapters L. >,..., v„„ , 

in.l ln,i,li. lib of the sub eonBci,.iis miuMS „r "wll-snuN" (as I'lof. 
Haeckel terms them) which are lieginning to be recognized by Biologists, Psy- 
rhnln. i^is ,.,1.1 1 ' I, vsiolopi^t < 8- tlifl con-cioMslv :ii>d intelligently operating 
Int..,. in the evolution of plant and animal life and to the study of which 
I I, Me ilevoinl a life time, condensing my views and observations in the above 
>,,luiiie. It is devoid of aU metophysloal speculation, and from the mass of 
-.i,iit,iie„llv demonstrated facts the reader will draw hU own oonclustona 
,ej;,irding the tenability of the God and Immortality doctrines. 

.Mrs. losepliine K. Henry, of Versailles, Ky., President ot The Free- 
thought Federation Of America, writes as follows; 
Svnopeis oi 

-j^ profit . 

,,'i',','."'l'i'.liV i- I , '.i'ami i^inder.^'A wwlii groping In darfneas needs you. Yjm 
nr.- .. riaiiiU ., -i„d. lit. -eientist and phflosopher, and have scored several points 
i,L'ai,,-l Ibiiekel that it .eeiiis to me cannot lie controverted. I truly hope that 
vour book will buve a wide circulation in all lands and will be translated into 
inauy languages." 

Prof. Ernest Haeckel writes: 
"My dear Mr. Wettstein. Your treatise in the form of ,i Synopsis of 
your book 'The Xdeo-Mechanica Of Nature, beinp a tomraendable critihos c 
my Worid-Kiddles, has been received and read with peat interest. While w 
differ on a few qurttions, notably the one relating to the am 
unconsciousnes . of the mind in Nature, I sincerely hope that > „ 
efforts win contribute muck towards dispelling the obscunty and confusion pre- 
vailing in these momenioua pr..blenis,of Science and Philosophy. 

Witfc highest esteem. Yours," etc. 
A copy of the Synopsis above meBlioned.-* large 16 page pamphlet— 
will be mailed prepaid to any addrest for 6 eenU in stamps or two eoplaa for 
lOc. (Mention The Bis ' " 
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' BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




